Palace Hotel Yard ‘ 


Explosion 


Home-made Bomb Believed 
Cause; Riot Vans Arrive ; 
Pedestrians Searched 


A terrific explosion at the rear of 
the Palace Hotel just before noon 
yesterday, thought to have _ been 
caused by a cigarette tin type bomb, 
ssent lunch hour crowds on the Bund 
scampering for safety as police with 
drawn pistols dashed to the scene. 
Clouds of blue smoke drifting uP 
from the yard at the rear of the 
hotel lent weight to the theory that 
a bomb had been thrown over the 
wall by someone wishing to rid him- 
self of the dangerous object, prob- 
ably on account of the close proxim- 
ity of a police search party. Inside 
the yard, however. except for a few 
marks on the wall, there were no 
signs of there having been an ex- 
plosion, 

The ¢xpiosion, which occu~red at 
11.50 «.m., was heard over a wide 
area, and a reporter from the “North- 
China Daily News” who arrived at 
the scene immediately after the 
detonation found the lane between 
the Chartered Bank building and the 
Palace Hote: jammed with a crowd 
of curious sightseers. Over the 
heads of the crowd a pall of blue 
smoke was being blown about by the- 
breeze, but nowhere was there any 
sign of damage, 

Inside the yard no splinters or evi- 
dence of a bomb having been thrown 
could be found, and an Official of 
the Palace Hotel was at a loss to 
explain the cause of the explosion. 
The yard does not contain ° any 
articles such as gas containers, re- 
frigerators or domestic appliances 
which are likely to explode through 
the heat and, therefore, the theory 
is held that a home-made bomo 
was thrown by a person or persons 
unknown in an efturt to get rid of it 
quickly. 


Riot Vans Arrive 


An ambulance and police in bullet- 
proof jackets were quickly on the 
scene, followed bjy* wo riot vans. 
Working in serar:te parties the 
police, with Cvawr pistols, scoured 
the street, sfopping al! persons to 
search them tur urms or other articles 
carried by. the terrorists. Except for 
slight .cuts om the back of fhe neck 
sustained by a Chinése in the yard 
at the time, no one was injured by 

YY 


the explosion and the services of the 
ambulance were not..required. 
The largé ‘lunch-hour crowds which cr .¥ 
visit the Palace Hotel-each day had : 
/not arri when the explosion oc- 
curred, but the few people who were. Te 
_ sitting in the grill room,- which ad- A ~ 
joins the yard, were deafened by the’ : 
noise, of the explosion. Their fears, t= 
howsver, were quickly allayed when =} 
|it pé¢am known that there was no! = 
'dangé¥.and that nobody had been: 
serious¥y injured. : ‘ 
x ‘ial of the hotel stated that’ 


An - 
% tlié- explosion the yard was> . 
filed wi a.smell resembling that’ 
of & ne, which, at first, made! 
him fhiMk there had been an explo-! a le 
| sion: i. the kitchens. A _ glance’: 3 : . - 


_: around: WGwever, showed no~ signs| 
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July 3Cth, 3806 
Le 
122noon to 3peme Palace Hotel and vicinity 
3O0<-7=-386 Detective Offiacee 
i Expl sion which gcecurred inside > rarr-s 
: a ar ‘ lane da, cining The Palace Hotel pre ises, 
a ‘ ‘ w Roe 19 The Bugg BSOnT7H38 6 
Age At Temoon “0-7-28, S/Inspte Liao “vet Yoo attached 
~ to Central Station, reportec by telephone to the effect 


that an explosion had just oceurrea -t the Palnee Hotel, 
Noe 19 fhe Bund which was belfeved to be the result of 


pmb baving bean thruwm -t the premisese 


cy the station .1szm was immedi= ely rungs which 
CD? — resuited im all scvailable personnel of this station 
CG & attendin: oad proce:@ing to the seene, C/I Barry in charge 
; on Enquiries made by DeInspte Telfer, DeSe Giesse DeSel. 


VYeng Yei ~henugs ColeSeZ05_9 CeoDeCe 148 and the undersigned, 
arch be, 
ascertained the followings= 
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j ¢ Le take place inside a narrcw lane which extends along the 
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50-738, a loud explcsion «ns heari to 


South side of the Palace Hctel,s wy ilst persons in the 
2/9 vicinity rand employees of the hotel attracted by the 
noigee attended the scene, sav large cloudre -f a bluish- 
; grey coloured smoke filling tne lames 

employee cf the hotel na ed Shien Shier Foo 

Za) 19, Cook, who was at that time obtaining some 
3 4 7 . a . _—_" 
oa a fresh air after a period of employment in the kitehen, 
4 was proceeding Yest aleng the lane when in his rear he 
_heara the explosion and was suddenly struck in the neck 
ra nearte the base of his head, this employee immediatel~ Z 
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i/eheet 2. 


away frm the scene of the explosion not being aware of 
what had taken placéee The iajury is very & ight and was 
deemed by the injured person pot to require treatment at 
2 hospital. 

Shortly afterwards whem the smoke hed Glesred away 
FeSe Lawman attended the seene and found thst apperently 
n bomb of s me type had been throwm over - wall whieh is 
about & fset in height and extends towards the West along 
the South boundary of the Palace Hotel premises, dividing 
the hctel serrow lane whieh has an average width of about 
5S feet from the lane which extends Vest on the North side 
ef the Ch: rtered Bank of Indin,g Australia ana China, Noe 
18 Tne Bund. 

The bomb heving apparently struck the South wall of 
the hotal about 4 feet fram the ground and nearte =n iron 
barred window of the hotel provision and store rooms asd 
about SO feet “est fram the Bunde 

FeS. Lawman after his arrival saw a large sized tin 
im the centre of which was embedded amidst a pewdered 
substanee sueh as cement, 2a cigarette tin which was alse 
believed tc be a bomb, this tin buing found inside a bex 
containing sand nearte the place of the explosion, the 
article was immediately placed into a pail containing 
water to resder it harmlesse 

Euquiries, of persons in the vieiaity and ih offices 
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l/sheet 3. 
of th: Rank verl:ckinr, «this dusee, fx il--t te Locate amy 
who 
peraom/ndaduatted i..ving tnesrod ay So8pie.-us 
clo cwistracecs Libely to be cospnm ctea itt tis expiosiome 


The force of the explosica had caused numerous small 
pieces of the baiidins ~all and the i:vme vali s rfaces to 
be clipped, «= number of metal fragments believed to hive 
been the c nt<uts ot the bomb «ere found inside the lane, 
aAleo = quantity -f siightly yellow colcursd -icces of 
Sleaze, some aizcoio red and torm pieces of a Chinese 
me -spaper and .me soall leagth of red coloured string 
being found nearto the scene «f the exploficne 

The monager of the hctcl Mre Ge iierzel, the 
ec™pretore sang Mok theu Gis a other hotel 
employees in positions of nutrority were questi ned to 
ascertain if possible a motive for this D-mb having bees 
throvn at he premises, to whieh the cnly reas:n that 
could be offered ~as that the compradore «as believed te 
have purei:s @ quantities af Jap.nese products, but 
evetvally when the carcprad:re vas iceated :nd interrogate 
ed it was found thst the only Japanese purch es effeeted 
are cade by a Mre Hugo per telephome and that vame are 
@elivered to the hotel, this therefore would not appear te 
ve Mhe reason for this ineidente 

There has Deen no recent disturbances smonget the 
Hotel staff Taxe1y to be attributed to the cause of thir 
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incident, uc hough there sre a number of Japanese persons 
residing insite th hictel,y their rooms sre 8° situated as 


to be not nesnr to the scene of the explosiomy, and they 
are eonsidered not to be of such important renk th ot would 
justify any action -s the above being taken ageinst then 
by any personse 
Bre Ce Fletcher of tha SelMeCe/PeHe Dept. was 
_ eommunicated with and attended this station anc examined 
the object obtainzed whieh had been removed te thie Station 
and was believed to be a bomb, it being subsequently found 
that the cigarette tin also contained powdered csement and 
that same had apparently been left behind by esrloyees of 
5 building coutraetor who had renovated the hctel promisese 
The fragnents obtained were also examined by Mre 

Fletcher and one jagged piece of metal and one piece of 
glass removed for examinstion, it deing believed th«t 
same were part of the bomb throwf, whieh is conssdered: 
to be of tis cigarette tin (Cannister) type ef band. 

Whe scene of the oxplcsion was agaim visited and 
= thorough search mace to fina if possible, parts of the 
cigarette tin weed in the constructi ct of the banb, but 
; =e couzd act be foulhes 

es Ih view of the above att lek ef « motive for the 


0 Saipigsalecseay 4% te considered most probably 
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Lun: observed come activity possibly 


YProeeranaing alow: the 
on the pact of me ber of the Vel’ eTe, Tuch is searching 
Rome persor ona brine sopprehens Teg hr cot sid of the 
be mb OY eatering th: alleyroay ancl thero-cing it over the 
vall, this a2etionin §teelf wouls & so simple that At 
ecuuld easily be np ofeormed esd piss unnctie-d, the person 
eo cnicern-d ther medo hire gete ay leisurely without any 
interferenee ard apparently unobservede 

Mre HeDelie itobertgom UeCe "A" Divicicn, Mre Aiers 


ottconceaed the sesray -bhalet Nre 


f Fclice ard Coptain Smythe O-.BeHe 


DeDeO. *A" Divisicn 


Bourne Conmis:ioner 
DeCe Divie ons ere informed of the asbcve by telerphanee 


De Se Ie 


DeDeO. “A* Dive 


